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Four Lakes Task Force

Four Lakes Housing Assistance Fund

A low-income assessment support fund, known as the Four Lakes Housing Assistance Fund, has
been established. This fund was created in collaboration with the Midland Area Community
Foundation, Four Lakes Task Force (FLTF), and Mid Michigan Community Action.

The funds will be managed by and held at the Midland Area Community Foundation. The
application screening process will be managed by Mid Michigan Community Action. The Four
Lakes Housing Assistance Fund will provide transitional support for three years in an amount of
up to $700/year for those that meet the criteria and are burdened by the Lake Level Special
Assessment. Four Lakes Task Force will not be holding the funds nor screening any applicants.
FLTF is providing a $100,000 donation to begin the funds and will provide an additional
matching grant up to $150,000 to assist in fundraising efforts. These funds are donated from
Four Lakes Task Force in its capacity as a non-profit. This does not come from assessment funds,
as the funds were raised by private donations.

FLTF is also supporting the pending legislation in the State of Michigan, known as the Deferral of
Special Assessment on Homestead Act (Act 225 of 1976). If enacted, the bill would allow
qualifying low-income homeowners, specifically those 65 and older earning under $34,550
annually, to defer their special assessments until the sale of their home. FLTF believes that
passage of this legislation will ease immediate financial pressures and promote stability among
those senior residents that qualify.

Recognizing that applicants may face additional economic challenges beyond the special
assessments, Mid Michigan Community Action will provide case management and education
from a HUD-Certified Housing Counselor to ensure future housing stability.

Mid Michigan Community Action will begin screening applicants for eligibility beginning with
the Winter 2025 tax bills, which will be mailed 12/1/2025. To receive a grant from the Four
Lakes Housing Assistance Fund recipients must meet the following criteria:

1. The property must be a homestead property with the home owned by the applicant.
2. Must meet the specific eligibility requirements for the fund as outlined below.

To apply for assistance, please call or text the Community Action Center nearest you or email
contactus@mmcaa.org.

Gladwin County Community Action Center
1302 Chatterton Street, Gladwin, M| 48624
989-426-2801
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Four Lakes Task Force

Midland County Community Action Center
1717 Ridgewood Drive, Suite 103, Midland, M| 48642
989-832-7310

Income Eligibility

A household is categorically income-eligible if any household member received any of the
following during the 12 months before the application date:

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Cash Assistance - Family Independence Program (FIP)

Food Assistance - Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

Energy-related State Emergency Relief (SER) Assistance - Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

A household is deemed income-eligible if the total gross income is at or below 150% of the

Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG). Income from the prior month must be documented if

categorical eligibility cannot be established, including:

Earned income, including gross wages before deductions

Self-employment earnings after deductions for business expenses

Social Security (retirement, survivors’ benefits, dependents benefits, and disability
insurance income) gross benefits, including any Medicare premium
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Veterans Administration (service-connected disability, pension, retirement) gross
benefits

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and State Disability Assistance
payments

Unemployment Compensation

Workers' Compensation

Excluded from income calculations are adoption subsidies, training stipends, financial aid

payments, court-ordered child support or alimony, lottery winnings, and tribal payments.
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